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proof obtained by the defendants appearing fatisfaltory- to the counfe] for the petitioners, he candidly
acknowledged that therc appeared to be no foundation for their claim to freedom, and that it had
been fupported by mifreprefentation from beginning to end, and he fo infarmed: the court, and de-
clared, that he would not be concerned further in the bufinefs. At November tertn, . the ceunfe! for
the defendants offered himfelf ready for trial, and the committee, who conduted for the fociety, per-
ceiving that the judgment of the court muft be againft-the petitioners if a trial was had, withdrew
the petitions, and immediately inftituted them anew, without making any compenfation to the
defendants for the ufe of his flave, alleging, that there had been no vitimate decifion: in the
cale, o .- o -

That commiffions again iffued to Pennfylvania and New- Jerfey at the inftance of the petitioners,
which, after fome months delay, was executed, and returned a few days before the fucceeding court,
and during the execution of this commiflion two perfons were {worn, viz. Sinai Elbut and Alexan-
der Houfe, of Philadelphia, who depofed, in a pointed manner, that the petitioners were free, and
certificates were produced that they were people of chara&ler and credit, Upon a view of this proof,
the counfel for the defendants informed them, that unlefs it could be made to appear that Sinai Elbut
and Alexander Houfe were not competent witnefles, the petitioners wouid obtain their freedom. It
was now neceflary that another commiffion thould iflue to Pennfylvania at the inftance of the defend-
ants, which iffued accordingly; and after the execution of this commiffion the defendants offered to
prove, that Sinai Elbut and Alexander Houfe were incompetent witneffes, being born flaves, and
had been manumitted fome years fince by their refpective mafters, and zlfo to prove that Sinzi Elbut
was a perfon of obfcene and indecent deportment, and infamous charaCler; and Alexander Houfe a
drunken worthle$s fellow ; that on return of this commifiion the coun’el for the defendants 2z2in in-
fited on a trial 5 and having deftroyed the proof fubricated on the part of the petitioners, the pe-
titions were azain withdrawn, and new petitions fled, when it was urged by the counfel for the de-
fendants, that the legal cofts of the antecedent {uits, and other colls incurred, thould firft be paid,
and the court advifed thofe who condu&ted for the fociety to pay thr colts, and to maxke compentation
for the fervices of the flave, which they refufed; but thc court wore of opinion, that by the laws
now fublifting they could not compel them to pay colls; and tiie defendarts were reduced to the 2i-
ternative of again recognizing or giving up their property.

Uhe commuttee further report, that the faid fociety in Baitimorc-town are numerous, wealthy and
influential, compofed principally of quakers, methodifts, and emigrasts from Ireland fince the revo-
lution, and that they are connated with another fociety, more numeroas, in Philalelshia.

1'hat the Meflieurs Dorfeys have incurred expences in traveliing to Pennfilvanis, Now-Jerfey and
New-York, and attending the execution of commifiions, to the amount of two hundred and fifty
pounds and upwards, which greatly exceeds the valus of the flaves; and it zppears to the committee,
that from the numbers, wealth, influence and indullry; of the fociety, with their extenfive con-
nexions, an individual has but a flender chance of ewcountering them ; znd that, if interelt only
was to be confidered, he had better confent to give up a flave than defend his right to hum, when he
is fupported by fuch a powerful fociety. That whatever may be the views and intentions of the foci-
ety in general, the committee are of opinion, that in this inltance they have interfered in an impro-
per, indecent, and unjuftifiable manner, and that their conduct has been unjult 2nd oppreflive, and
cannot be warranted upon any principle by which good citizens ought to be 2&uated. They are
therefore of opinion, that the legiflature-ought to adopt mealures to prevent a repetition of fuch
gricv#cs. -

: By order, A. GOLDER, clk.
Which was read. Orperep, That the fame have a fecond reading on WednefZay next,

The clerk of the fenate delivers the refolution in favour of John U. Chailics, endorfed ; “ By tke

“ fenate, December 2, 1791 : Read the firlt time and ordered to lie on the table, ‘

By order, H. RIDGELY, clk.
“ By the fenate, December 10, 1791 : Read the fecond time and difiented to. -
“ By order, H. RIDGELY, cik.”

The refolution in favour of James Haynic, endotfed ; « By the fenate, December g, 1791 : Read
¢« the firft time and ordered to lic cn the table.

% By order, H. RIDGELY, clk.
¢ By the fenate, Dzcember 10, 1791: Read the fecond time and aflentcd to.
_ “ By otder, H. RIDGELY, clk.”

The refolution in favour of George Devilbifs, endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, November 21, 17g1I:
% Read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table.

. ¢« By order, H. RIDGELY, clk.
“ By the fenate, December 10, 1791 : Read the fecond time and diffented to.
~ % By order, H. RIDGELY, clk.™

Which were read. :
And a bill, entitled, An additional fupplementary a& to an a&, entitled, An 2& to regulate the in-
fpection of tobacco, endorfed; “ By the fenate, December g, 1791: Read the firft time and ordered
¢ to lie on the table.

¢ By order, H. RIDGELY, dk.
% By the fenate, December 10, 1791 : Read the fecond time by efpecial order and will pals.
“ By order, H. RIDGELY, clk.”

Which was read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table.

. The houfe adjourns till Monday morning g o'clock. - '
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